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CHAPTER      17

Doctors and People

"AGAINST THE GRAIN"

The true ground of medicine
is love.

PARACELSUS

ptimistically, Paracelsus assumed that his
letter would appease the town fathers of Nuremberg. While
waiting to be recalled with honors, he used his involuntary
vacation at Beratzhausen for literary work. The second
"Paramiric" essay, developing the biochemical theory of me-
tabolism, was almost ready when the answer of the Aldermen
reached him. The "No" was final; the battle was lost.
Furiously, and in a frenzy of impotent resentment, Paracelsus
interrupted his work to compose the most consummate abuse
of the medical guild ever written. The venerable authors of